
What will my child learn? 

 

During the year all our children have access to a range of facilities 

including all our areas of play: construction, small world, home 

corner, creative, graphic, malleable and tactile, sand, water play, 

snack and quiet area.   

 

Children learn through playing in these areas. This continuous 

provision gives children time to:  

 explore/investigate/practice and consolidate their experiences  

 an opportunity to follow and develop their interests 

 a non-threatening opportunity to take risks and try things out 

 an opportunity to revisit skills and concepts until they are 

comfortable with them. 

 

We support children’s development by playing alongside them and 

introducing new skills concepts and knowledge when a child displays a 

readiness. We model, extend and promote the learning based on the 

child’s interests. 

 

We may use focus tasks to introduce skills that the children have 

not been able to learn through their daily play. This is where a 

worker will work with a group of children to introduce a specific 

skill, for example cutting with scissors. 

 

An example of how children will learn in the areas of play (water) 

What do children 

naturally do? 

Key Learning Resources that 

are available to 

children 

Fill, empty Capacity, Count, order, 

size 

Funnels 

Graded containers 

Jugs – different 

sizes 

Sieves 

Water wheel 

Pour, decant Hand eye coordination, 

Comparison- more/less 

Agitate, stir Problem solving, moving 

water about 



Blow bubbles Fine motor skills Tubing 

Scoops, ladles 

Pipettes 

 

Get wet Properties of materials 

– how water behaves, 

moves and moves 

objects 

Splash Taking turns, sharing 

Role play, imagine Language, explaining a 

process 

Talk, make noises Creative sounds – the 

music of water 

 

.  We work towards the following areas of learning:- 

 

1. Personal and Social Education/Health and wellbeing (including 

Physical development) 

2. Language, Literacy and Communication Skills (including Welsh) 

3. Mathematical Development/numeracy 

4. Humanities/Knowledge and Understanding of the world 

5. Creative Development 

6. Science and technology/ICT  

 

These areas of learning are developed across the setting and 

through play. 

 

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION (HEALTH AND 

WELLBEING) 

Your child will develop skills to help them to become independent in 

their personal hygiene needs as well as being able to access the 

resources they want to use in their play. They will learn to become 

aware of their own feelings and the feelings of others as well as 

social skills such as sharing, caring and turn taking. We encourage 

them to take risks, show curiosity and develop positive attitudes to 

new experiences. They will learn what is expected of them as they 

take part in activities alongside the staff such as tidy up time. They 



will also learn to develop a positive self-image and an understanding 

of their welsh identity and different cultures and needs within our 

community. 

Physical  

We have a daily physical exercise slot, where children are 

encouraged to participate in 10 minutes of physical activity. There 

are also plenty of opportunities throughout the day for children to 

develop their gross and fine motor skills. 

 

LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION/LITERACY (INCLUDING 

WELSH) 

Learning welsh will be a key element of this area of learning and it 

will done by the incidental use of welsh throughout the setting as 

well as teaching common phrases, questions, answers and commands. 

Children will develop their listening and understanding skills as well 

as their oracy/talking. They will be given lots of opportunities to join 

in with rhymes and songs in both Welsh and English. They will be 

encouraged to learn new vocabulary through their play. They will 

grow in their abilities to listen and respond, learning how to ask and 

answer questions. 

There are emergent mark making opportunities in the setting as 

they take steps to become writers. They are encouraged to write 

their name on all their work to take pride in their creations. 

We have lots of reading opportunities throughout the setting and 

children will hear and create a wide range of stories. 

They will learn about the importance of language for identity, 

culture, community and society. Learning welsh will be important in 

the development of this. 

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT/NUMERACY 

Children will be using and developing a range of mathematical skills 

during their play including number facts, shape, temperature, 



pattern, money, time, length/weight/mass, capacity, area and volume, 

angle and position. They will learn to identify the right processes to 

use and make connections as well as check whether they have done 

things as well as they could. We will help them to use mathematical 

language to talk about their play as well as develop their use of 

number facts and relationships through songs, stories and building, 

role playing and playing in all our areas. We will help them develop 

skills in collecting and recording information as well representing 

that data to share with their friends. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY/ICT Knowledge and Understanding 

of the world 

Through their play and their natural curiosity about our natural and 

physical world and universe, children will be encouraged to explore, 

investigate and experiment, think creatively and imaginatively, to 

make mistakes and to learn from them. They will be asked open 

questions and think of their own questions including posing what if 

questions, listen to the answers as well as listen to the ideas of 

others. They will learn to make comparisons, identify similarities and 

differences, sort and group and see links between cause and effect.  

 

CREATIVE/EXPRESSIVE ARTS 

Children will have the opportunity to participate in music, dance, 

drama and art in Playmates. The purpose is to enable them to 

‘Explore and experience’, ‘create and express’ and ‘respond and 

reflect’. 

The expressive arts afford children the chance to explore thinking, 

refine and communicate ideas, take part in engaging thinking and use 

their imaginations and senses creatively. 

 

HUMANITIES/Knowledge and Understanding of the world 

Through their play and through looking after our playgroup, children 

will learn about sustainable development. They will have 



opportunities to explore their environment through the activities 

they participate in. Your child will learn about what is fair and ask 

what is right? In their own play and where appropriate extend this 

to others. They will experience and learn about the beliefs, religions, 

philosophies and spirituality of themselves and others in our 

community. Our children will learn to positively contribute to their 

community. Through their play they will gain knowledge and 

understanding of different times, places and beliefs. 

Digital Competence 

Children will be encouraged to use a range of resources across the 

areas and curriculum areas. 

Outdoor Play 

We have access to an outside play area and Ysgol Penmorfa’s forest 

school which we use throughout the day regardless of the weather. 

We ask that your child comes dressed appropriately in their play 

clothes. Our outside area gets very muddy in the winter and 

although we encourage all children to wear wellies and coats, they 

still get dirty!  

 

Please bring a pair of labelled wellies in to keep in Playmates. 

 

How we let you know 

We are currently reviewing our arrangements for sharing your 

child’s progress and learning. We envisage it will be a mixture of 

discussion, parent’s evenings and a Development Book. We will update 

our website and post regular information on our Facebook page. As 

ever, we would love to hear from you. 

 

 


